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Guna stok
- penimbal beras

Jika situasi bekalan -
beras dalam
negara tidak dapat
dipulihkan dalam
masa terdekat

PUTRAJAYA

tok penimbal beras negara

akan digunakan bersama

stok beras semasa sekiranya

situasi bekalan beras nega-
ra tidak dapat dipulihkan dalam
jangka masa terdekat.

Timbalan Pardana Menteri, Datuk
Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi berkata,
penguatkuasaan bersepadu Op
Jamin juga akan diteruskan agar ke-
kurangan bekalan beras negara da-
pat diatasi segera dan dipulinkan.

Baliau berkata, Op Jamin yang
bermula sejak 7 Julai lepas telah me-
lakukan 37 pemeriksaan membabit-
kan 2,322 premis kilang, borong dan
runcit di seluruh negara dengan 142
aduan diterima melibatkan isu bekal-
an serta harga beras.

*Antara aduan yang banyak di-
terima adalah berkaitan jurang harga
sangat tinggl antara beras putih
tempatan (BPT) dan beras putih im-
port (BPI).

“Ini menyebabkan peniaga dan
pengusaha kedali makanan beralih
kepada BPT sebagai pilihan beras
yang murah hingga menyebabkan
bekalan kurang di pasaran, lebih-
lebih lagi di Sabah, Sarawak dan

Labuan," katanya dalam kenyataan
selepas mempengerusikan
Mesyuarat Jawatankuasa
Pemantauan Pelaksanaan Majlis
Tindakan Sara Hidup (NACCOL) di
sini pada Khamis.

Pada 7 Julal lepas, Kementerian
Perdagangan Dalam Negeri dan Kos
SaraHidup (KPDN) serta Kementerian
Pertanian dan Keterjaminan
Makanan (KPKM) bekerjasama bagi
menjalankan Op Jamin
bertujuan menguat kuasa
dan memantau bekalan
beras di seluruh negara.

Pada mesyuarat itu, |
Ahmad Zahid tunut me-
negaskan agar gerakan
bersepadu rentas ke-
menterian terus di-
laksanakan khususnya
Jualan Rahmabh, Jualan
Agro Madani dan
MyGrocer@Wilayah dan
diperluaskan di peringkat
Dewan Undangan Negeri
(DUN) serta Parlimen setiap negeri.

Beliau yang juga Menteri
Kemajuan Desa dan Wilayah ber-

kata, pelbagai inisiatif dan program

bagi memastikan ketersediaan dan
keberadaan beras tempatan telah
dijalankan kerajaan antaranya
Program Khas Baras Putifi Tempatan
yang menyaksikan unjuran tambah-
an BPT sebulan sebanyak 23,000
tan metrik. SPRRSE A %A
Menurutnya,  Lembaga
Pemasaran Pertanian Persekutuan
(FAMA) dan Lembaga Penyatuan dan
Pemulihan Tanah Persekutuan
(Felera) juga telah diper-
tanggungjawabkan untuk mem-
bekalkan beras di kawasan yang

mengalami gangguan dan melancar-
kan talian hotline bagi pengguna
melaporkan masalah berkaitan
bekalan serta penyelewengan beras.
Mengenai bekalan ayam dan te-
lur ayam, Ahmad Zahid berkata,
KPKM telah diarah agar jaminan te-
rus diberikan bagi ketersediaan
bekalan dan kestabilan harga ayam
dan telur ayam di peringkat ladang
untuk memastikan keberadaan
bekalan itu di peringkat
borong serta runcit.
“KPDN juga akan
memastikan kekerapan
pemantauan pe-
nguatkuasaan terhadap
harga dan bekalan se-
panjang masa,” katanya.
Menerusi mesyuarat
itu juga, beliau turut men-
cadangkan semua agen-
si di bawah Kementerian
Kemajuan Desa Dan
Wilayah (KKDW) khusus-
nya Lembaga Kemajuan

‘Wilayah untuk memutakan penanam-

an kekacang (legum) bagi me-
ngurangkan kos import makanan
ayam. g e

Menurutnya, cadangan berkena-
an telah dibincangkan di Sabah dan

Sarawak untuk tujuan penggunaan

tanah negeri dan telah dipersetujui
untuk mewujudkan jalinan kerjasama
pintar KPKM bagi memastikan harga
dan bekalan ayam sentiasa stabil.

Kerajaan mengumumkan telah
membelanjakan kira-kira RM3.77
bilion untuk subsidi ayam dan telur
ayam bagi memastikan bekalan dan
harga ayam dan telur ayam kekal
stabil bagi tempoh 2022 hingga
2023. - Bernama
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Ministries
taking steps
to address
issue

PUTRAJAYA: Deputy Prime Min-
ister Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid
Hamidi yesterday said the inte-
grated enforcement activities un-
der an operation code-named Op

Jamin will continue to address -

and restore the shortage of rice
supply promptly. :

He said since its start on July 7,
the operation had seen 37 inspec-
tions conducted, involving 2,322
manufacturing, wholesale and
retail premises nationwide, with
142 complaints received related
to rice supply and prices:

“The complaints included the
very high price difference be-
tween local white rice (BPT) and
imported white rice (BPI).

“This has led traders and
restaurant operators to switch to
BPT as a cheaper option, result-
ing in a shortage of BPT in the
market, especially in Sabah,
Sarawak and Labuan,” he said af-
ter chairing the National Action
Council for Cost of Living Im-
plementation Monitoring Com-
mittee meeting here yesterday.

On July 7, the Domestic Trade

~and Cost of Living Ministry and
the Agriculture and Food Secu-
rity Ministry collaborated in the
operation to enforce and monitor
rice supply nationwide.

Zahid said during the meeting,

he expressed his opinion that the
national rice stockpile should on-
ly be used together with the ex-
isting rice stocks if the rice sup-
ply situation in the country could
not be restored in the near fu-
ture.

“I also emphasised that the co-
ordinated efforts across min-
istries should continue, especial-
ly initiatives like the Rahmah
Sale, Agro Madani Sale and My-
Grocer@Wilayah, and these ini-
tiatives should be expanded to
the state and parliamentary con-
stituencies in every state,” said
Zahid, who'is also rural and re-
gional development minister.

He said various initiatives and
programmes had been undertak-
en by the government to ensure
the availability and presence of
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Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi chairing the National Action Council for Cost
of Living Implementation Monitoring Committee meeting in Putrajaya yesterday. BERNAMA PIC

local rice, including the BPT Spe-
cial Programme, which had seen
a projection of an additional

monthly supply of 23,000

tonnes.

He also said the Federal Agri-
cultural Marketing Authority and
Federal Land Consolidation and
Rehabilitation Authority had
been tasked with supplying rice
in areas facing disruptions and
had launched a hotline for con-
sumers to report issues and prob-
lems related to rice supply and
mismanagement.

On chicken and egg supply, Za-
hid said the Agriculture and Food
Security Ministry had been in-
structed to ensure the availability
and price stability of chicken and
eggs at the farm level to guar-
antee their presence in the

‘egg subsidies to ensure the sta- |

wholesale and retail markets. §

Zahid said he proposed that all :
agencies under his ministry, par-
ticularly the Regional Develop-
ment Authority, initiate the cul-
tivation of legumes to reduce the
cost of importing chicken feed.

He said this proposal had been
discussed in Sabah and Sarawak
for the use of state land and it was
also agreed to establish smart
collaboratiens with the Agricul-
ture and Food Security Ministry
to ensure that the price and sup-
ply of chicken remain stable.

The government recently an-
nounced that about RM3.77 billion
had been spent on chicken and

bility of such supplies and prices |
for the period from 2022 to 2023. |
Bernama ]
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Program akan datang hanya
libatkan beras import

PUTRAJAYA - Kementerian Perdagangan dan Kos
Sara Hidup {(KPDN) menegaskan Program Jualan
Rahmah akan datang hanya melibatkan jualan beras
import.

Menurut Pemangku Menteri KPDN, Datuk
Armizan Mohd Ali, pihaknya akur dengan cadangan
netizen agar beras tempatan dibekalkan ke pasar
raya bagi memenuhi keperluan semasa.

“Ya, Program Jualan Rahmah (beras) berikutnya
hanya beras import, bukan beras tempatan,” katanya.

Sebelum ini, netizen mempertikaikan bagaimana
agensi kerajaan dan pemimpin politik yang meng-
adakan Program Jualan Rahmah Beras boleh me-
miliki stok beras tempatan dalam kuantiti banyak
sedangkan stok baras tempatan tiada di pasar raya.

Mereka berpandangan, sepatutnya stok beras
tempatan itu dibekalkan ke pasar raya dan Program
Jualan Rahmah Beras hanya melibatkan beras import
kerana harga lebih mahal.

Gangguan bekalan beras dl pasaran bermula
selepas Padiberas Nasional Bhd (Bemas) meng-
umumkan pelarasan harga jualan beras putih import
seluruh negara daripada RM2,350 satu tan kepada
RM3,200 satu tan sejajar harga terkini beras putih

_Import di pasaran antarabangsa.
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THE POWER LIES WITH THE PEOPLE

PEOPLE have the misconception
_that the government is the deci-
sion-maker when in fact consum-
ers hold the key.

According to Deputy Domestic
Trade and Cost of Living Minister
Fuziah Salleh, consumers are the
ones who make decisions and
can influence others.

“Consumers can be game
changers. They have the power
to decide if a product stays in the
market, but they do not realise
they have that power,” she said
on TV Al Hijrah's programme
Analisis on Sept 11.

“Hence, we must empower
consumers. Itis a long process
but we need to educate consum-
ers about their rights,” said

. Fuziah in the discussion titled
Sara Hidup: Harga Naik, Sampai
Bila? which also featured
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia’s
Faculty of Economics and
Management senior lecturer Dr
Mustazar Mansur - both were
invited to share their thoughts on
the rising cost of living.

Fuziah shared that Malaysia’s
inflation rate eased to 2% in July
2023, down from 2.4% the month
before,

“Inflation is a global issue.
Problems arise when people are
unable to cope with it, especially
post-pandemic, like when compa-
nies go out of business.

“We need a two-prong strategy.
One is to increase the income
and salaries of Malaysians but'
that is a long-term solution, the
other is to keep the cost down,”
she said.

The role of KPDN

The Domestic Trade and Cost
of Living Ministry (KPDN) has
three main roles, said Fuziah:

> Develop a viable, competitive
and sustainable domestic econo-
my that is relevant to distributive
traders such as wholesalers,
retailers, franchise practitioners,
direct sellers, and suppliers.

> Advocate consumer rights
and protect the interest and
rights of consumers.

> Its enforcement division
monitors and ensures that there
is no rice manipulation.

now the ministry hasa
new role which is to deal with
issues regaxdmg the cost of liv-

ing.

Dr Muslazar said consumers
need to do their part in monitor-
ing the prices of goods.

“If you notice any price goug-
ing, quickly report to the authori-
ties. These days, virality is
power,” he said.

Price control and subsidies

“Even though we have an open
market economy, we exercise
price control for certain items.
while some controlled items are
subsidised,” replied Fuziah to a
question by a consumer on gov-
ernment initiatives to control the
price of goods, in particular basic
necessities such as rice, cooking
oil and sugar, and how the gov-
ernment ensures that supply is
sufficient.

“Locally grown rice is capped
at RM2.60 per kg despite the
price hike of imported rice.

“The ceiling price for eggs are
45sen for Grade A, 43sen for
Grade B, and 41sen for Grade C.
Furthermore, the subsidy for
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Empowering consumers in controlling the cost of living

People can choose to buy or walk away from unreasonably priced goods they have the. power lo declde ifa product stays in the market

= FAIHAN GHANI/The Star

‘Inflation’is a global issue.
Problems arise when people are
unable to cope with it,' said Fuziah.

eggs is 10sen each.
“We also have a ceiling price
for chicken and we subsidise lig-

*  uefied petroleum gas (LPG),” she

said.

The ceiling price for coarse -
sugar, also known as gula rakyat,
is RM2.85 per kg

“The government had instruct-
ed MSMand CSR to produce
sugar at the current quantity of
42,000 tonnes per month to meet
the needs of the people,” she
said.

According to Fuziah, under the
Cooking Oil Price Stabilisation
Scheme (COSS), the government
has appointed 366 packaging
companies throughout the coun-
try to supply 60,000 tonnes or
about 60 million packets of (1kg)
subsidised cooking oil at a price
of RM2.50 per packet. -

COSS is a cooking oil subsidy

bird. - IZZRAFIQ ALIAS/The Star

programme aimed at alleviating
consumers’ cost of living.

Also, the ceiling retail price for
the 5kg bottled cooking oil is

 RM30:90.

‘“Previously we only took into

“ account household or domestic

need for cooking oil, but we real-
ised that micro traders are also _
in need of subsidised cooking
oil,” said Fuziah.

“Hence, we will take that into
account and when the data is
completed, we will have a mech-
anism whereby B40 and M40
groups, and micro traders will be

eligible for cooking oil subsidies.”

Also on the topic of subsidy,
Fuziah mentioned the ministry’s
pilot project to set up two
non-subsidised petrol stations in
Perlis.

Commercial prices for unsubsi-
dised RON95 and diesel sold are

The govémmem has launched several initiatives to address fising living
costs, such as the Rahmah Sales whereby chicken was sold at RM10 per

at RM3.05 and RM3 per litre.
“We found that within two
months the sales for unsubsi-

dised fuel increased. This means

the government benefitted in,
subsidy savings amounting to
RMS5.7mil. We will continue this
model at the borders,” she sald

Government initiatives

The government has launched

many initiatives to address rising
living costs such as the Rahmah
Sales and Buy Malaysian
Products campaign.

“During the ah Sales,
chicken was sold at RM10 each
and many consumers would
flock to buy, and in the end the
supermarkets also reduced their
prices,” Fuziah said.

Dr Mustazar lauded the Jualan
Rahmah Bergerak (Mobile

Rahmah Sales) and urged for the
continuation of this initiative that
was implemented with the coop-
eration of several key players
such as MYGrocer and the
Selangor Agricultural
Development Corporation
(PKPS).

“We have to ensure that B40
and M40 groups can get their
basic necessities direct from the
source,” he said.

“For example, at pasar tam, we
must make sure that the nce is
not controlled by the mi
man. We.cannot cut out the mid-
dle-man completely but make
sure there is no blg cartel con-
trolling the price,” he said.

He called for cooperation
between federal, state, and local
guvernment and government
3§enues on monitoring the price

Nziah responded that the
National Action Council on Cost
of Living (NACCOL) can play a
role in this matter as the council
has representation from 10 min-
istries.

“lrutially, NACCOL was a secre-
tariat to develop and implement
policies and action plans on cost
of living issues in Malaysia.

“But now the council can play
a greater role with the involve- -
ment of the relevant ministries.

“For example, there was a
cooking oil price hike in 2020 due
to the rise of crude palm oil
(CPO) prices.

“We are now looking at imple-
menting a two-tier pricing mech-
anism for export and domestic
consumption,” she said.

To report regulatory breaches by
traders to KPDN, go to eaduan.
kpdn.gov. my



HARI : JUMAAT
TARIKH : 22/9/2023
M/SURAT : 18




HARI : JUMAAT

Utusan TARIKH 22/9/2023

M al aysi 2 M/SURAT : 2

Jualan Rabmah Beras
2 3¢ey’ukkan-’ hati rakyat

JUALAN Rahmah membabitkan beras sejak Rabu lalu me-
nggembirakan rakyat. Ramai lega dengan langkah kerajaan
yang mengambil inisiatif tersebut.

Menerusi inisiatif tersebut, orang ramai yang panik melihat
rak-rak tempat letak beras tempatan kosong secara tidak lang-
sung dapat menikmati rasa beras import dengan harga murah
RM13 hingga RM14 bagi kampit lima kilogram. ° '

Rakyat menaruh harapan program kemanusiaan itu diper-
luas dan diteruskan sebanyak mungkin sehingga bekalan beras
tanpa mengira tempatan mahupun import kembali stabil.

‘Ini kerana aralian Menteri Pertanian dan Keterjaminan
Makanan, Datuk Seri Mohamad Sabu mengarahkan semua
pengilang menyerahkan 20 peratus kuota padi masing-masing
kepada Bernas untuk menstabilkan bekalan beras tidak me-
nampakkan kesannya. :

Kementerian kemudian mengumumkan isu beras akan se-
lesai dalam tempoh sebulan lagi. Namun melihat kepada isu
telur, ayam dan minyak peket dan kini sekali sekala berjangkit
kepada gula, ramai ragu-ragu bagaimana masalah beras boleh
diatasi? Ini kerana bekalan beras terjejas susulan India meng- -
hentikan eksport beras putihnya. Lebih parah jika Vietnam
dan Thailand mengikut langkah India. Negara pengeluar beras
menghentikan eksport susulan kemerosotan hasil padi yang
didakwa berpunca daripada perubahan iklim.

Jadi dalam tempoh sebulan, bagaimana bekalan beras boleh

- ditambah? Dari mana kerajaan mahu beli? Mengikut unjuran
Malaysia ketika ini mempunyai stok bekalan beras 900,000

" tan iaitu 250,000 tan stok penimbal dan 650,000 tan bagi stok
‘dagangan. A 3

Bekalan tersebut dikatakan mencukupi bagi menampung
keperluan bagi tempoh empat hingga lima bulan akan datang,.

Masalahnya kekurangan beras bukan perkara remeh kerana
jika berterusan ia boleh menimbulkan huru-hara. Ini kerana

- beras makanan ruji dan isu beras sebenarnya lebih buruk ber-
~banding rakyat terputus bekalan telur, ayam mahupun mi-
nyak masak bersubsidi. Ini kerana barang makanan lain paling
kurang boleh diganti. Rt - ;

Oleh itu, di tengah-tengah kekalutan tersebut, nasib baik -
kerajaan menerusi idea Allahyarham Datuk Seri Salahuddin
Ayub melaksanakan Jualan Rahmah Beras di kawasan parli-
men di seluruh negara. Meskipun bekas Ahli Parlimen Pulai itu
sudah tiada namun inisiatif tersebut terus memayungi rakyat.

Bukti inisiatif itu berkesan apabila jualan hari pertama di
negeri seperti Negeri Sembilan, Terengganu, Pulau Pinang dan
Melaka diserbu pemburu beras di negeri-negeri tersebut.

| Dilaporkan semua bekalan beras untuk Jualan Rahmah licin

. dalam tiga jam. Timbalan Menteri Perdagangan Dalam Negeri

| dan Kos Sara Hidup, Fuziah Salleh memaklumkan harga di-
skaun membabitkan subsidi dengan peruntukan RM150 juta,
Fuziah berharap Jualan Rahmah Beras sampai képada kumpu-
lan sasar terutama kalangan B40. g

Berdasarkan sambutan tersebut, ramai mencadangkan
kerajaan memperluaskan item jualan bawah payung Rahmah
seperti telur, gandum dan ayam. Jika semua berlaku seperti
diharapkan Kerajaan Perpaduan boleh menyejukkan sedikit
hati rakyat yang tengah ‘terbakar’ dengan lambungan kos
sara hidup. Dilaporkan ketika ini lebih separuh manusia atau

~'menyamai 3.3 bilion orang membelanjakan wang lebih banyak
untuk membayar hutang berbanding untuk kesihatan, pendi-
dikan atau perlindungan sosial. ; 3

Teon Eg lalah Pengarang Berita Utusan Malaysia
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