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Serbuan KPDN turut
bongkar operasi

lombong bijih besi
~secara haram

Oleh ADILA
SHARINNI WAHID

mpat lelaki

termasuk se-

orang warga Indonesia

ditahan selepas disyaki
menyeleweng lebih 15,000 liter
diesel dipercayai digunakan un-
tuk aktiviti perlombongan bijih
besi secara haram di Kampung
Pasir Era, Kuala Nal, di sini, Isnin
lalu.

Pengarah Kementerian
Perdagangan Dalam Negeri dan
Kos Sara Hidup (KPDN) Kelantan,
Azman Ismail berkata, serbuan
bersama Pasukan Polis Marin
Wilayah 3 Pengkalan Kubor
membongkar kegiatan berkena-
an dipercayai sudah beroperasi
sejak beberapa bulan lalu.

Menurut Azman, pihaknya
mengesan sebuah lori tangki je-
nis Hino membawa diesel me-
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Warga asing antara ditahan
seleweng 15,000 liter diesel

masuki tapak

perlombong-

an tidak ber-
lesen.
“Pemeriksaan
lanjut mendapati,
enjin lori masih di-
hidupkan dan satu
saluran paip getah
disambungkan ke
dalam sebuah skid
tank.

“Seorang lelaki
pula dikesan berada
di atas skid tank sambil me-
megang paip besi manakala pe-
mandu lori berada dalam
kenderaan,” katanya dalam satu
kenyataan.

Menurut Azman, empat indi-
vidu ditahan terdiri seorang pem-
borong diesel berlesen berusia
59 tahun dan anaknya berusia
34 tahun, seorang warga
Indonesia yang juga pekerja lom-
bong berusia 42 tahun serta pe-

mandu lori dari
Sabah berusia 33
tahun.

Katanya, anggota
penguat kuasa turut
menyita beberapa
barang bukti ter-
masuk lori tangki,
paip getah dan doku-
men berkaitan tran-
saksi jual beli bahan
bakar itu.

“Jumlah rampas-
an dianggarkan ber-
nilai hampir RM150,000 melibat-
kan diesel yang juga barang
kawalan tidak boleh dijual
sewenang-wenangnya tanpa ke-
lulusan pihak berkuasa,” jelas-
nya.

Tambahnya, kes disiasat
mengikut Akta Kawalan Bekalan
1961 atas kesalahan menyimpan
barang kawalan tanpa lesen sah
serta membekalkan kepada pi-
hak tidak berlesen.

Lori tangki membawa muatan diesel di tapak lombong
bijih besi haram di Kuala Nal, Kuala Krai Isnin lalu.
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Seleweng 15,000 liter diesel
untuk lombong bijih haram

KUALA KRAI: Kegiatan pe-
nyelewengan lebih 15,000 liter
diesel untuk tujuan perlombon-
gan bijih besi haram di Kam-
pung Pasir Era, Kuala Nal di sini
terbongkar selepas serbuan di-
jalankan oleh anggota penguat
kuasa, Isnin lalu.

Serbuan yang dilakukan
pada pukul 9.45 pagi itu meli-
batkan Kementerian Perdagan-
gan Dalam Negeri dan Kos Sara
Hidup (KPDN) bersama Pasukan
Polis Marin Wilayah 3, Peng-
kalan Kubur berjaya menahan

empat lelaki, termasuk seorang
warga Indonesia.

Pengarah KPDN Kelantan,
Azman Ismail berkata, sebelum
serbuan pihaknya mengesan se-
buah lori tangki yang membawa
diesel itu memasuki kawasan
tapak perlombongan yang
dipercayai tidak berlesen.

“Ketika serbuan, seorang
suspek dilihat sedang memin-
dahkan bahan api ke dalam lori.
Enjin lori itu masih dihidupkan
dan paip getah disambungkan
ke dalam tangki lori,” katanya.

Azman berkata, pihaknya
turut menyita beberapa ba-
rang bukti termasuk lori tang-
ki, paip getah dan dokumen
berkaitan transaksi jual beli
diesel haram.

“Tiga daripada suspek yang
ditangkap adalah  pekerja,
manakala seorang lagi merupa-
kan pemborong berlesen,” ka-
tanya.

Kes disiasat mengikut Akta
Kawalan Bekalan 1961 bagi
mengesan lebih lanjut kegiatan
penyelewengan yang berlaku.
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ANGGOTA KDPN melakukan

Pasir Era, Kuala Krai, Kelantan.

atas sebuah tangki
1gan bijih besi haram di Kampung
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4 lelaki ditahan, diesel dzseleweng bermlaz RM150,000 dirampas

Kuala Krai: Kementerian
Perdagangan Dalam Negeri
dan Kos Sara Hidup
(KPDN) Kelantan menahan
empat lelaki selepas disya-
ki menyeleweng lebih
15,000 liter diesel memba-
bitkan nilai rampasan
hampir RMis0,000 di
Kampung Pasir Era, Kuala
Nal di sini, Isnin lalu.

Serbuan jam 9.45 pagi di-
lakukan dengan kerjasama
Pasukan Polis Marin Wi-
layah 3 Pengkalan Kubor
itu turut membongkar ke-
giatan licik penyelewengan
diesel yang disyaki digu-
nakan untuk aktiviti per-
lombongan bijih besi se-
cara haram.

KPDN Kelantan rampas lebih 15,000 liter diesel diseleweng di Kampung Pasir Era, Kuala Nal,
Kuala Krai.

Pengarahnya Azman Is-
mail berkata, serbuan di-
lakukan selepas pihaknya
mengesan lori tangki yang
membawa diesel berkenaan
memasuki tapak perlombo-
ngan tidak berlesen itu.

“Ketika serbuan dilaku-
kan, pasukan penguat kua-
sa mendapati enjin lori
masih hidup dan satu sa-
luran paip getah disam-
bungkan ke dalam sebuah
tangki simpanan manakala
seorang lelaki dilihat ber-
ada di atas tangki terbabit
sambil memegang paip be-
si.

“Susulan itu, kita menyi-
ta beberapa barang bukti
termasuk sebuah lori tang-

ki, paip getah serta doku-
men berkaitan transaksi
jual beli.

“Empat individu yang di-
tahan termasuk warga In-
dinesia itu berusia 33 hing-
ga 59 tahun membabitkan
seorang pemborong diesel
berlesen serta dua lelaki
tempatan yang dipercayai
pekerja di lombong berke-
naan,” katanya menerusi
satu kenyataan, semalam.

Beliau berkata, kes disia-
sat mengikut Akta Kawalan
Bekalan 1961 termasuk ke-
salahan menyimpan ba-
rang kawalan tanpa lesen
yang sah serta membekal-
kan kepada pihak tidak ber-
lesen.
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Padi Act amendment to be completed this year:

SHAH ALAM: The Agriculture and Food
Security Ministry will ensure that amendments
to the Paddy and Rice Control Act (Act 522) are
completed and enforced this year.

Its minister Datuk Seri Mohamad Sabu said
the amendment to increase enforcement to
curb the conversion of local rice into imported
rice also took into account research conducted
by the Malaysian Competition Commission
(MyCQ).

“We will amend this Act by taking
recommendations by MyCC involved in
conducting investigations on the issue of padi
and rice.

“From there, we will make the necessary

TIMES
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changes to overcome the issue, including
strengthening monitoring as well as taking
action against those who violate the law,” he
said after presenting Agrobank’s 2025 school
money assistance and the release of Tilapia
Aquaculture Aspire fry at Sekolah Menengah
Kebangsaan Jalan Kebun on Tuesday.

Last Thursday in Parliament, Mohamad said
the government has agreed to amend Act 522,
which is still loose in terms of enforcement on
manufacturers, wholesalers and retailers, in an
effort to curb the conversion of local rice into
imported rice.

According to the minister, Act 522 does not
list the offence of mixing local rice with

Minister

imported rice, but only stipulates seven types
of offences, including hoarding rice with the
aim of creating a supply shortage.

On the release of tilapia fry, Mohamad said
the Aquaculture Aspire Programme organised
by Agrobank targets the involvement of 20
selected schools for the implementation of
aquaculture education based on biofloc
technology.

Mohamad said the selected schools will be
provided with an 18sq ft pond along with 1,500
tilapia fry.

The project has the potential to become an
entrepreneurial initiative that generates
income for the school. - Bernama
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Mohamad addresses the Dewan Rakyat. — Bernama photo
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Improved rice and padi
industry within six monthes,
Dewan Rakyat told

KUALA LUMPUR: The Ministry
of Agriculture and Food Security
anticipates significant rice and
padi industry improvements
within the first six months of
this year.

Minister Datuk Seri Mohamad
Sabu said the ministry is
committed to reforming the rice
and paddy industry, including
completing the study on
Malaysia's rice and padi industry
conducted by the Malaysia
Competition Commission
(MyCC).

He added that the study
analyses production factors and
governance in the industry to
uncover possible unfair practices
or market monopolies.

“The findings of this study
were presented to the Cabinet
Committee on National Food
Security Policy on Dec 17, 2024,
and the report belongs to MyCC.
Therefore, any public disclosure
is subject to MyCC's jurisdiction.

“The reform efforts in the rice
and padi industry are ongoing.
The ministry is committed to
taking the necessary steps
to establish a fairer, more
transparent, and sustainable
system for the long term,” he
said in his winding-up debate
on the motion of thanks for the
royal address on behalf of the
Mohamad also said that
immediate action is needed to
reduce the impact of natural
disasters on padi crops,
highlighting that increasing
the national rice buffer stock
capacity is a key measure.

“The current total physical
stock of rice is 917,937 metric
tonnes, which includes the
national rice stockpile of 200,000
metric tonnes and trade stocks
of 717,937 metric tonnes. This
amount is sufficient to cover 4.59
months of national demand.

“This stock can be reviewed
and replenished as necessary,
depending on current conditions
such as global rice price
fluctuations and supply chain
disruptions,” he said.

At the same time, he said that
the Agricultural Disaster Fund
has been increased to RM25
million this year, compared to
RMi2.7 million last year.

However, the maximum aid
rate remains at 50 per cent.

Mohamad added that the
government does not rule
out reassessing the aid rate
in the future based on the
extent of disaster damage, the
country's fiscal capacity, and
the effectiveness of current aid
mechanisms,

“If disaster situations worsen
and have a greater impact, the
government is ready to reassess
the aid payout rate based on
current needs and conseguences,”
he said.

Meanwhile, he said Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim will launch the
Agricultural Irrigation and
Drainage Infrastructure Project
in Kedah on Feb 27.

This project supports the
five seasons in two years
padi cultivation initiative. —
Bernama
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Padi Act amendment to be completed

SHAH ALAM: The Agriculture and Food
Security Ministry will ensure that amendments
Control of Padi and Rice Act (Act 522) are
completed and enforced this year.

Its minister Datuk Seri Mohamad Sabu said
the amendment to increase enforcement to
curb the conversion of local rice into imported
rice also took into account research conducted
by the Malaysian Competition Commission
(MyCQ).

“We will amend this Act by taking
recommendations by MyCC involved in
conducting investigations on the issue of padi
and rice.

“From there, we will make the necessary

changes to overcome the issue, including
strengthening monitoring as well as taking
action against those who violate the law,” he
said after presenting Agrobank’s 2025 school
money assistance and the release of Tilapia
Aquaculture Aspire fry at Sekolah Menengah
Kebangsaan Jalan Kebun on Tuesday.

Last Thursday in Parliament, Mohamad said
the government has agreed to amend Act 522,
which is still loose in terms of enforcement on
manufacturers, wholesalers and retailers, in an
effort to curb the conversion of local rice into
imported rice.

According to the minister, Act 522 does not
list the offence of mixing local rice with
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this year: Minister

imported rice, but only stipulates seven types
of offences, including hoarding rice with the
aim of creating a supply shortage.

On the release of tilapia fry, Mohamad said
the Aquaculture Aspire Programme organised
by Agrobank targets the involvement of 20
selected schools for the implementation of
aquaculture education based on biofloc
technology.

Mohamad said the selected schools will be
provided with an 18sq ft pond along with 1,500
tilapia fry.

The project has the potential to become an
entrepreneurial initiative that generates
income for the school. - Bernama
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fPelahggan lari jika
guna santan kotak'’

Oleh OTHMAN YAHAYA
utusamews@medamulia com.my

SUNGAI PETANI: Kenaikan harga
santan sehingga mencecah RM18
sekilogram memberi kesan be-
sar terhadap pengguna terutama
mereka menggunakan bahan itu
dalam kuantiti banyak untuk tu-
juan perniagaan.

Peniaga ketupat, Rosnani Musa,
61, dari Taman Kuda Kepang
berkata, dia terpaksa membeli
santan walaupun tidak kisah harga
yang dikenakan penjual keranain-
gin menjaga mutu dan rasa ketu-
pat yang dibuatnya sejak 20 tahun
lalu.

“Margin keuntungan menyusut
banyak ekoran penggunaan san-
tan yang dibeli mahal iaitu RM15
sekilogram sekarang berbanding

dahulu RM13, tetapi saya harus
guna santan segar.

“Saya pernah guna santan ko-
tak tetapi banyak pelanggan ‘lari’
kerana ketupat yang dimakan
tidak lemak dan tidak berminyak,
jadi saya tiada pilihan guna san-
tan segar walaupun terpaksa beli
dengan harga RM15 sekilogram
berbanding RM12 sebelum ini,”
katanya kepada Utusan Malaysia.

Akhbar ini melaporkan, para
peniaga yang menjual santan di
daerah ini tiada pilihan apabila
terpaksa menaikkan harga bahan
itu ekoran kenaikan harga kelapa
secara mendadak sejak beberapa
bulan lalu.

Tinjauan di beberapa pasar
utama mendapati, peniaga perlu
membayar RM3,500 bagi satu
tan kelapa sejak awal tahun ini

berbanding RM2,700 sekaligus
memaksa mereka menjual santan
dengan harga baharu.

Sementara itu, pengusaha kuih
muih, Saleha Salleh, 48, dan Pro-
jek Perumahan Rakyat (PPR) Paya *

Nahu berkata, kenaikan santan '

segar ketika ini memang membe-
bankan.

“Saya membuat kuih yang
menggunakan bahan asasnya
santan seperti kuih lapis dan talam
vang telah beberapa kali terpaksa

menaikkan harga untuk menyerap

kerugian.

“Namun sebaliknya pelanggan
merungut menyebabkan jualan
saya terjejas teruk walaupun saya

beritahu mereka terpaksa menaik- .

kan harga kerana memperoleh
santan segar dengan harga tinggi,”
katanya.
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Kurang kelapa pemaga santan hanya berniaga dua hari

.

PONTIAN: Isu

lan kelapa sejak kebelakangan Inl

menyebabkan peniaga santan di
Pasar Awam Pontian, di sini hanya

bemperasnselamdlmhandalam

seminggu.
Mohd. Hazli Musa, 49, berkata,
perkara tersebut tidak dapat diel-

akkan kerana dia hanya menerima

bekalan kelapa sebanyak 300 biji
bagi dua hari perniagaannya yang
beroperasi pada Ahad dan Rabu,
Dia mendapat bekalan kelapa
danpada pekebun kecil di ka-
‘wasan Tanjung Piai dengan harga
antara RM2 hingga RM2.50 sebi-
~ji, bergantung dengan saiz buah
tersebut.
~ “Bagi tidak menghampakan

peniaga yang memerlukan san-
tan setiap hari seperti peniaga
nasi lemak, kuih-muih dan lauk-
pauk berasaskan santan, saya
bukgkedm dua hari sahaja setiap
minggu,” ka(anyakepada Utusan
Malaysia.

Walaupun bekalan kurang dan_

permintaan tinggi, namun Mohd.
Hazli tetap menjual santan pada
- harga kawalan, iaitu RM12 sekilo-
gram berbanding sehingga RM15
di sesetengah kawasan.

“Sebagai peniaga santan kami

terpaksa akur dengan arahan

tersebut dan akan cuba untuk
memastikan harga itu kekal pada
bulan Ramadan dan Hari Raya Ai-
dilfitri nanti,” katanya.

Memandangkan kebanyékgn
pelanggannya merupakan penia-
gamakanan, setiap hari dia hanya
memproses kira-kira 40 kilogram

-santan untuk diagih-agihkan ke-

pada mereka. -

“Untuk berlaku adil, setiap
pembeli dihadkan pembelian su-
paya semua peniaga mendapatkan
bekalan santan yang mencukupi
untuk membuat nasi lemak, kui
muih dan sebagainya,” katanya.

Mohd. Hazli berkata, me-
mandangkan daerah Pontian
berdekatan dengan negara jiran
Indonesia, dia mencadangkan su-
paya kelapa yang dibawa masuk
ke Johor melalui pintu masuk di
Kukup Laut.
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