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Tak sempat pindah gas, stor seleweng LPG diserbu

MELAKA - Kementerian Per-
dagangan Dalam Negeri dan Kos
Sara Hidup (KPDN) Melaka ber-
jaya menumpaskan sindiket pe-
nyelewengan tong gas petroleum
cecair (LPG) bersubsidi memba-
bitkan nilai rampasan berjumlah
RM40,000, semalam.

Dalam serbuan kira-kira pukul
7 malam itu, sepasukan anggota
penguat kuasa menyerbu sebuah
stor di Malim Jaya di sini, dan me-
nahan tiga lelaki warga Myanmar
berusia 23 dan 24 tahun diper-
cayai pekerja di premis tersebut.

Pengarah Kementerian Dalam
Negeri dan Kos Sara Hidup
(KPDN) Melaka, Dr. Mohd. Ha-
zimin Jamaludin berkata, ketika

serbuan kesemua individu ter-
babit sedang melakukan proses
pemindahan gas bersubsidi 14
kilogram (kg) ke dalam tong gas
industri 50 kg.

Katanya, sebanyak 107 tong
LPG 14 kg pelbagai jenama serta
59 tong LPG 50 kg dan 20 .unit
hos getah ditemui dalam premis
tersebut.

“Premis ini dipercayai bero-
perasi sejak sebulan lalu dan
waktu operasi sindiket adalah
pukul 7 malam hingga awal pagi
bagi mengelakkan kegiatan mere-
ka dikesan.

“Mereka menggunakan hos
penyambung yang direka khas
bersama cerek, air panas dan

ais dipercayai untuk memperce-
patkan proses pemindahan gas
dan ini sangat berbahaya kerana
boleh berlakunya letupan besar,”
katanya pada sidang akhbar Op
Gasak 2025 di sini, semalam.

Tambah Mohd. Hazimin,
pihaknya bagaimanapun masih
lagi menjalankan siasatan bagi
mengesan pembeli tong gas in-
dustri berkenaan.

“Kita tidak menolak kemung-
kinan terdapat kilang dan hotel
di Melaka yang menjadi pelang-
gan sindiket demi menjimatkan
kos operasi perniagaan,” ujarnya.

Katanya, kes disiasat mengi-
kut Akta Kawalan Bekalan (AKB)
1961.

yang dirampas dalam

serbuan di sebuah stor di Malim Jaya, Melaka.
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Kilang seleweng LPG

bersubsidi

Melaka: Sebuah kilang di
Malim Jaya di sini, diserbu
Kementerian = Perdaga-
ngan Dalam Negeri dan
Kos Sara Hidup (KPDN)
kerana disyaki terbabit
dalam kegiatan penyele-
wengan gas petroleum ce-
cair (LPG) bersubsidi, kel-
marin.

Menerusi serbuan Op
Gasak 2025 itu, KPDN Me-
laka berjaya menumpas-
kan aktiviti haram sindi-
ket penyelewengan ba-
rang kawalan bersubsidi
terbabit dianggarkan ber-
nilai RM40,000.

Pengarahnya, Dr Mohd
Hazimin Jamaludin ber-
kata, aktiviti pemindahan
gas LPG bersubsidi ke-
pada tong gas LPG indus-
tri itu dikesan selepas ri-
sikan tiga minggu sebe-
lum sepasukan anggota

diserbu

penguat kuasa melancar-
kan serbuan jam 7 ma-
lam.

“Ketika serbuan, tiga
pekerja Myanmar sedang
leka menjalankan proses
pemindahan gas bersub-
sidi 14 kilogram (kg) ke
tong gas industri 50kg de-
ngan menggunakan hos
penyambung direka khas
tanpa kebenaran sah.

“Ketiga-tiga  mereka
yang berusia 23 hingga 24
tahun ditahan untuk
membantu siasatan,” ka-
tanya pada sidang media
di lokasi serbuan, sema-
lam.

Beliau berkata, hasil pe-
meriksaan, pihaknya
mendapati aspek kesela-
matan premis dan per-
alatan diabaikan dalam
proses memindahkan gas
bersubsidi berkenaan.

DR Mohd Hazimin (kanan) diberi penerangan oleh
pegawainya mengenai aktiviti sindiket penyelewengan gas

LPG bersubdisi di lokasi serbuan. - Gambar NSTP/MEOR

RIDUWAN MEOR AHMAD
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Foreigners nabbed for decantin

By RHEMA SENG
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

JOHOR BARU: Enforcement
officers from the Domestic Trade
and Cost of Living Ministry
(KPDN) have uncovered an illegal
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)
storage facility at a warehouse in
Ulu Tiram here.

Johor KPDN director Lilis
Saslinda Pornomo said the opera-
tion which was jointly carried out
by enforcement teams from
KPDN Putrajaya and Johor, led to
the seizure of 1,357 LPG cylinders
worth an estimated RM280,000.

She added that five foreign
men, aged between 30s and 40s,
believed to be workers, were also
arrested during the raid, which
was held on Monday (July 28).

“We believe the suspects were
involved in illegal LPG decanting
activities. A tanker believed to be

v i\@
T 3

HARI:

RABU

TARIKH:

30/ 7/ 2025

M/SURAT:

7

Major haul: Mohd Hazimin (left) inspecting a LPG cylinder seized on
site in Malim Jaya. — Bernama

filled with LPG was also found
on-site, along with equipment
used to siphon gas from domestic
cylinders into the vehicle,” she
told a press conference at the
scene here on Monday.

She also added that the illegal
activity was carried out without

proper safety measures, posing
serious risks to both the workers
and nearby residents.

“Initial investigations indicate
that subsidised LPG, which is
meant for household use, was
being misappropriated and sold
through unauthorised means,”

g subsidised LPG

she said adding that the case was
being investigated under the
Supply Control Act 1961.

Lilis Saslinda said the offence
carries a fine of up to RM1mil,
imprisonment for up to three
years, or both upon conviction.

In MELAKA, Bernama reported
that three Myanmar nationals
were nabbed for misappropriat-
ing subsidised LPG worth
RM40,000 in a raid under Ops
Gasak in Malim Jaya here, said
the ministry’s state director Dr
Mohd Hazimin Jamaludin.

The suspects, aged from 23 to
24, were detained in the 7pm raid
on Monday while transferring
subsidised LPG into 50kg industri-
al cylinders using illegal connec-
tor hoses.

The enforcement team seized
107 units of 14kg subsidised LPG,
59 units of 50kg cylinders, and 20
rubber hoses.
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Lelaki mengaku seludup barangan bersubsidi
diperintah menjalani bon berkelakuan baik

KUCHING: Seorang lelaki
warga emas dari Lubok Antu
diperintahuntukmenjalani bon
berkelakuan baik selama dua
tahun oleh Mahkamah Sesyen
Sri Aman semalam selepas
mengaku bersalah mengangkut
beberapa barangan bersubsidi
secara haram keluar dari
Sarawak.

Hakim Intan Nurul
Fareena memerintahkan
John Salang, 67, dikenakan
jaminan RM2,000 dengan
seorang penjamin tempatan,
menggunakan budi bicara di
bawah Seksyen 294 Kanun
Tatacara Jenayah.

John didakwa mengikut
Seksyen 20(8) Ordinan
Pengagihan Gas 2016 (Bab
72) yang membawa hukuman
denda tidak kurang RM 10,000
dan tidak melebihi RM 100,000
atau penjara sehingga dua
tahun atau kedua-duanya
sekali, jika sabit kesalahan.

Fakta kesmendedahkan John
ditahan ketika cuba membawa
barangan bersubsidi, termasuk
dua silinder gas petroleum
cecair (LPG) berhampiran
sempadan antarabangsa di
Jalan Sungai Putong, Sri Aman

pada 12 Jun kira-kira jam 5.30
petang.

Dia ditahan oleh anggota
polis dari Batalion Ke-10
Pasukan Gerakan Am (PGA)
yang sedang menjalankan
rondaan rutin di kawasan
sempadan berkenaan.

Pada waktu kejadian,
John dipercayai memandu
sebuah kenderaan pikap
dalam keadaan mencurigakan
dan melalui kawasan ladang
sebelum ditahan.

Semasa pemeriksaan
dilakukan, polis mendapati
John membawa beberapa
barangan bersubsidi termasuk
15 paket minyak masak, lebih
200 paket gula, dua silinder
LPG dan beberapa kota arak.

Pihak polis kemudiannya
merampas kesemua barangan
tersebut dan menyerahkannya
kepada Kementerian
Perdagangan Dalam Negeri
dan Kos Sara Hidup serta
Kementerian Utiliti dan
Telekomunikasi Sarawak
untuk tindakan lanjut.

Terdahulu sebelum
dijatuhkan hukuman, tertuduh
semasa rayuannyamenyatakan
bahawa dia menyesali

perbuatannya dan merayu
agar dikenakan hukuman
lebihringan, denganalasandia
mempunyai masalah kesihatan,
selain bertanggungjawab
menjaga ahli keluarganya.

Menurut pihak pendakwaan
vang diketuai oleh Timbalan
Pendakwa Raya Ronald Felix
Hardin, John juga disiasat
atas kemungkinan kesalahan
lain di bawah Akta Kawalan
Bekalan 1961 (Akta 122) oleh
agensi lain.

Sementara itu dalam kes
berasingan, Hakim Intan
membenarkan permohonan
pelupusan yang dikemukakan
oleh pegawai MUT.

Menurut pegawai tersebut
iaitu Muhammad Aiman
Ashraff Bolkiah, beberapa
kotak bir dan 20 silinder
LPG telah dirampas oleh
angkatan tentera di sempadan
antarabangsa di Lubok Antu
pada 28 Oktober 2024, kira-
kira jam 3.15 petang.

FPermohonan berkenaan
dibuat berikutan tamat tempoh
tuntutan bagisilinder LPG yang
dirampas menurut Seksyen
23A Ordinan Pengagihan Gas
2016 (Bab 72).
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Doctors fight medicine price rule

Applicants challenge order over harm to small businesses, demanding revocation

By RAGANANTHINI
VETHASALAM
raga@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: The medicine
price display rule has been
challenged in court by several
doctors who want the order to be
quashed.

The doctors filed for a judicial
review, saying the rule hurts
small clinics and was introduced
without proper consultation.

They want the rule, which took
effect on May 1, to be revoked.

The lawsuit named the
Domestic Trade and Cost of Living
Minister, Health Minister and the
Federal Government as the first,
second and third respondents,

respectively.
The applicants are the
Association of Private

Practitioners, Sabah (APPS), the
Malaysian Medical Association
(MMA), the Malaysian Association
for the Advancement of
Functional and Interdisciplinary
Medicine (Maafim), the
Organisation of Malaysian
Muslim Doctors (Perdim), the
Federation of Private Medical
Practitioners Associations
Malaysia (FPMPAM),  the
Malaysian  Private  Dental
Practitioners’ Association

Market imbalance: Doctors say unfair pharma competition harms

clinics.

(MPDPA), the Society of Private
Medical Practitioners Sarawak
(SPMPS), and one Dr Saifulbahri
Ahmad.

The lawsuit was in relation to
the Price Control and Anti-
Profiteering (Price Marking for
Drug) Order 2025, which came
into effect on May 1.

The medical practitioners are
seeking an order of certiorari to

quash the Domestic Trade and
Cost of Living Ministry’s Price
Control and Anti-Profiteering
(Price Making for Drug) Order
2025 (ministry’s order).
According to the statement of
claim of the suit filed on July 24,
they are also seeking a declara-
tion that the ministry’s order was
void and tainted with illegality,
irrationality, unreasonableness,

disproportionality and impropri-
e

They asked that the enforce-
ment of the ministry’s order
“insofar as its application to
private healthcare facilities and/
or registered medical practition-
ers and dentists” be stayed
until the judicial review case is
over.

Among the grounds for the
judicial review is the failure of the
government to recognise the dif-
ference between drugs sold in
retail and drugs administered for
treatment purposes.

It added that the Domestic
Trade and Cost of Living Minister
had breached principles of natu-
ral justice by arriving at the deci-
sion without consulting regis-
tered medical practitioners repre-
sented by the MMA.

They said that while the pur-
pose of the regulation was to curb
profiteering activities, it has cre-
ated unwarranted competition
among providers of drugs, with
the singular denominator purely
being the price of drugs.

“This means even small-scale
community clinics operated by
general practitioners (GPs) and
specialists have to now compete
with large-scale drug retailers, for
example, international chain

pharmacies who already enjoy a
larger market control and
the ability to gain further control
of retail customers by selling
drugs at a much lower price,”
they said.

They added that small-scale
community clinics would be at a
disadvantage if forced to enter
into an unwarranted competition
with large-scale pharmaceutical
companies.

They said drug prices in clinics
are determined by variables such
as manufacturers; freight charg-
es; export or import duties;
importers; distributors; volume
purchased; location of the clinics;
different formulations of the
same product; provisions for
wastage of expired unused drugs;
and staff and administrative
expenses.

The price display rule was met
with much resistance by private
healthcare practitioners.

A three-month grace period
from May 1 has also been given,
where no compounds would be
issued and the government would
instead focus on advocacy and
education.

According to the court’s web-
site, the suit is set for case man-
agement at the Kuala Lumpur
High Court on Aug 22.
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