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Hajah Fuziah (center) accompanied by Robert (second right) interacting with
hawkers at Gaya Street morning market on Sunday.

Deputy minister visits
hawker stalls at Gaya
Street Sunday market

KOTA KINABALU: Deputy
Minister of Domestic Trade and
Cost of Living (KPDN) Senator
Datuk Dr Hajah Fuziah Salleh
visited the Gaya Street Sunday
market here.

Accompanied by KPDN
Director-general of Enforcement
Datuk Azman Adam, Kota
Kinabalu City Hall (DBKK)
Deputy Director General of
Sector Operations Robert Lipon
and other KPDN and DBKK
senior management, they visited
525 hawker stalls to hear their
experiences and space for
improvement.

Hajah Fuziah said positive
relationship between hawkers
and local authorities is an
important foundation for the
development of a more inclusive
and prosperous micro-business
ecosystem.

She also appreciated the
efforts of hawkers who
maintain orderly and clear price
tags. This practice not only
makes it easier for consumers
to make choices, but also shows
the discipline of traders in
prioritizing order and customer
confidence.

The visit reflects the joint
commitment of KPDN and
DBKK in reaching out to the
community, supporting small
traders, and strengthening
harmony between hawkers,
consumers and the government.

DBKK will continue to strive
to create a conducive, organized
and sustainable business
environment, so that Gaya Street
Morning Market remains an
icon of a vibrant, friendly and
progressive community in Kota
Kinabalu City.
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Rakyat diharap terus menikmati barangan
keperluan harian pada harga berpatutan

BINTULU: Rakyat diharap
akan terus dapat menik-
mati pembelian barangan
keperluan harian pada harga
lebih berpatutan menerusi
pelaksanaan Jualan RAH-
MAH yang dikendalikanoleh
Kementerian Perdagangan
Dalam Negeri dan Kos Sara
Hidup (KPDN) di bawah
Payung RAHMAH.

Timbalan Menteri Infra-
struktur dan Pembangunan
Pelabuhan Dato Majang
Renggi berkata, pelaksanaan
Jualan RAHMAH oleh kera-
jaan adalah untuk memas-
tikan penduduk luar bandar
terus mendapat akseskepada
barangan keperluan har-
ian pada harga berpatutan
antara 10 hingga 30 peratus
lebih rendah daripada harga
pasmn.

Dengan tawaran harga
barangan lebih rendah dari-
padaharga pasaranitudilihat
akan membantu merin-
gankan beban kos sara hidup
rakyat.

Beliau berkata demikian
semasa merasmikan Program
Sejahtera Komuniti MADA-
NI (SejaTi MADANI) dan
Jualan RAHMAH Daerah
Bintulu 2025 serta Program
MEKAR Komuniti Jabatan
Pendaftaran Negara (JPN)
di Balai Raya Kampung
Penan Muslim Batu 10 Jalan
Bintulu-Miri semalam.

Turut hadir Pegawai Dae-
rah Bintulu Awang Moham-
med Nizam Awang Ali Bo-
han, Ketua Cawangan KPDN
Bintulu Al Redzamani Abdul
Razak dan pegawai-pegawai
kanan agensi kerajaan yang
lainnya.

Dalam pada itu katanya,
Program SejaTi MADANI
merupakan platform disedi-
akan kepada Jawatankuasa
Kemajuan dan Keselamatan
Kampung (JKKK) terpilih
untuk memasarkan produk
tempatan yang seterusnya

L& )

TINJAU:Majang (tiga kanan)meneliti dokumensemasameninjau
pelbagaijenis barang jualan diniagakan semasaProgram Jualan
RAHMAH, SejaTiMADANI dan Program MEKAR diKampungPenan

Muslim Batul 10, — Ganbar Facebook Pusst Kiidmat Masyarakat DUN N70 Samaleju

untuk mengukuhkan ekono-
mi komuniti setempat.

Majang yang juga Ahli
Dewan Undangan Negeri
(ADUN) Samalaju berka-
ta, bagi Program MEKAR
Komuniti JPN pula ia mem-
bolehkan perkhidmatan pen-
daftaran rasmi disampaikan
terus di lapangan bagimemas-
tikan penduduk pedalaman
tidak tercicir dalam mempe-
roleh dokumen pengenalan
diri yang sah.

Katanya, keseluruhan
inisiatif in1 mencerminkan
komitmen berterusan kera-
jaan dalam memastikan setiap
rakyat tanpa mengira lokasi
dapat menikmatiaksesterha-
dap kesejahteraan, kemuda-
hanasas dan peluang pemban-
gunan yang disediakan.

Program MEKAR merupa-
kan inisiatif JPN untuk
mendekatkan perkhidma-
tan kepada rakyat terutama
golongan yang menghadapi
kesukaran untuk ke pejabat
JEN.

Kemudahan disediakan
ialah pendaftaran kelahiran,
kematian dan permohonan
kad pengemalan melalui

perkhidmatan turun padang
untuk membantuwarga emas
dan orang kurang upaya
(OKU) dan melalu1 kaunter
bergerak.

Manakala Jualan RAH-
MAH merupakan inisiatif
kerajaan dikendalikan KPDN
dibawah Payung RAHMAH
untuk membantu rakyat
menangani kos sara hidup
dengan menawarkan harga
barangan keperluan harian
lebih rendah sehingga 30
peratus berbanding harga

aran.

Ia diharap dapat merin-
gankan beban rakyat dan
merancakkan ekonomi se-
tempat.

Program SejaTi MADANI
pula untuk menggalakkan
aktiviti sosioekonomi komu-
niti di seluruh negara bagi
meningkatkan pendapatan
dengan menyediakan geran
sehingga RM 100,000 kepada
komuniti yang layak.

Inisiatif itu untuk melak-
sanakan projek dalamtempoh
tiga hingga enam bulanuntuk
pelbagai bidang sepertiperta-
nian, kraf tangan, pelancon-
gan dan kitar semula.
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Dr Sim places an oar on the podium to symbolically launch S

Deputy Minister of Transport Dato Henry Harry Jinep.

Sarawak mulls Grab's
e-sampan to modernise
river transport

-
Jude Toyat

Judetoyat@theborneopost.com

KUCHING: The  Sarawak
government is reviewing a
proposal by Grab (Malaysia) Ltd
to introduce a ‘Grab Sampan
Proof of Concept' (PoC) for Sungai
Sarawak — a pilot project aimed
at modernising and digitalising
traditional river transport.

According to Premier Datuk
Patinggi Tan Sri Abang Johari Tun
Openg, the PoC aims to integrate
electric-propulsion ‘sampan’
(small boat) with digital booking
and cashless payment systems,
offering a modern upgrade to
long-standing river-crossing
services.

“This  initiative embraces
innovation while honouring
tradition using electric propulsion
and digital platforms to enhance
first- and last-mile connectivity
along the Sarawak River," he said
at the opening of the Sarawak
Rivers Day Conference (SRDC)
2025, held in conjunction with
World Rivers Day under the
theme ‘Waterways of Life’, here
yesterday.

Abang Johari's speech was
delivered by Deputy Premier
Datuk Amar Dr Sim Kui Hian.

It is informed that Sarawak
has 40 major river basins
spanning over 123000 square
kilometres.

On clean energy, Abang Johari
pointed to the newly-introduced
cascading dam [nitiative, which
harnesses natural river gradients
for small-scale hydropower
generation.

“The pilot will be at Sungai
Gaat in Kapit, where the local
communityhas agreed in principle
to participate.

“Preliminary studies show that
across selected sites, Sarawak
has a potential of about 3 GW
(gigawatts) of cascading hydro
capacity.

“Importantly, this model allows
community equity participation
giving local residents five to 10
per cent ownership through a
community trust.

“Revenue from clean energy will
therefore return to the people.
funding education, infrastructure,
and social development,” he said.

Earlier, Minister of Transport
Sarawak Dato Sri Lee Kim Shin
hailed innovation as key to
keeping river transport modern,
efficient and relevant in the digital

e.
agHe said the PoC would cover
eight designated pick-up and
drop-off points along the Kuching
Waterfront over a six-month trial

€]
F He added that his ministry,
together with the Sarawak Rivers
Board (SRB), would study the
proposal to ensure its feasibility
and alipnment with broader
transport objectives.

“This project exemplifies how
innovation and digitalisation

RDC 2025 in Kuching. He is flanked by Lee (third left) and

D7
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can rejuvenate traditional river
transport, creating sustainable
and inclusive mobility solutions
for the people of Sarawak" he
said.

Meanwhile, Lee said a total of
5,765 private boats and longboats
in Sarawak had been compiled
and submitted to the Ministry of
Finance (MoF) as supporting data
for the targeted Budigs subsidy,
aimed at assisting river-dependent
communities across the state.

According to him, this initiative
reflectstheSarawak government’s
commitment under the social
inclusivity pillar of Post-Covid-
19 Development Strategy (PCDS)
2030, ensuring that the river-
dependent communities can
continue fo receive equitable
access to essential support and
services,

“The compilation of private
boats and longboats complements
the ongoing implementation of
the RONgs petrol subsidy for
passenger boats operating in
Sarawak." he said.

It is informed that since Oct 9,
the SRB has submitted data on
more than 208 commercial boats
and small vessels registered with
River Transport Permits (RTF)
to the Ministry of Domestic
Trade and Cost of Living
(KPDN).

“SRB's role includes verifying
registered boats with valid
RTPs, reviewing data for subsidy
eligibility, and ensuring proper
oversight to prevent abuse,” Lee
added.
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