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Solution to Koiduan crossing soon

Hayati Dzulkifli

PAPAR: The government will look for the best
solution to rebuild a new low-level crossing
(LLC) at Kg Kaiduan, here, which collapsed
last Saturday after being swept away by
strong river currents following recent inces-
sant heavy rain.

Papar Member of Parliament, Datuk
Armizan Mohd Ali said a site inspection
would be carried out together with technical
agencies to identify the most suitable
approach, taking into account the extreme
conditions in the area.

He said discussions with District Natural
Disaster Committee (JBPD) with State Natu-
ral Disaster Committee (JPBN) led by State
Secretary have been carried out to look for
best solution to address problems including
infrastructures especially in Kg Kaiduan and
Kg Bisuang.

“Although an LLC was previously built, it
could not be used when the water river rose
and overflowed, except during dry spells or
when the current was low.

“We need specifications and a design that
can withstand the extreme conditions here
because even on normal days the river cur-
rent is already strong, let alone during heavy
rain as we are experiencing now.

“Therefore, the state and federal govern-
ments are committed to finding a solution
for this immediately,” Armizan who is also
Domestic Trade and Cost of Living Minister,
said.

Kg Kaiduan has been adopted by Ministry
of Domestic Trade and Cost of Living (KPDN)
several months ago which will make sure the
village is equipped with necessary infrastruc-
tures that could cater the needs of the vil-
lagers.

“In fact, the LLC had already collapsed on
Sept 13. Since the onset of continuous heavy
rain, the situation has been extreme for
nearly 10 days, but in the past two days we
received reports of particularly severe chal-
lenges at the site.

“On Sept 13, during extremely heavy rain-
fall, the strong current caused the LLC to col-
lapse due to a combination of factors — the
force of the water, debris clogging the cul-
verts, and erosion of the LLC's foundation
structures at both ends,” he said.

Armizan said villagers in the LLC area still
have an alternative route, although not by

road where they can use a suspension bridge
to cross.

On the flood situation, he said ensuring
food supplies to affected residents who are
the victims remain the top priority of the
Papar District Disaster Management Com-
mittee.

He said the relocation of residents to
existing PPS facilities, particularly those
whose homes are at risk of flooding, must be
carried out immediately.

“Eighteen roads have been cut off, 12 of
them due to floods, while the rest were
caused by landslides, preventing access to
the affected villages.

“So far, four roads have been reopened,
but several others remain inaccessible, mak-
ing it urgent for food supplies to be delivered
quickly,” he said.

Armizan expressed his condolences fol-
lowing two fatal landslides in Sabah that
claimed five lives, including a mother and
her child in Kampung Mook, and three indi-
viduals in Kampung Marahang Tuntul on
Monday (Sept 15).

He announced that temporary housing
and financial assistance would be provided
to affected families, in addition to the
RM10,000 cash aid earlier announced by
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Chief Minister Datuk Seri Hajiji Noor.

“The families have been temporarily relo-
cated to community halls in Kampung Mook
and Kampung Marahang while we assess the
risk at their original homes, Discussions will
be held to move them into nearby People’s
Housing Programme (PPR) units or rental
homes,” he said.

Armizan also urged residents living near
hillsides or slopes to evacuate early in the
eventof heavy rain, especially during the cur-
rent Monsoon season.

“Unlike in Peninsular Malaysia, many in
Sabah reside near high-risk areas like hill-
sides. This greatly increases the danger dur-
ing heavy rainfall,” he said.

“Don’t wait until the last minute. Move to
your relatives’ homes or the nearest tempo-
rary evacuation centre (PPS). Also, ensure
yourvaluables and important documents are
secured or taken with you.”

As of September 16, a total of 215 individ-
uals from 63 families had been evacuated to
three PPS centres in the district due to floods
and landslides.

Of these, 116 flood victims are currently
housed at the Papar Community Hall, 77 at
Lokkawi Heights PPS, and 22 at the Kampung
Mook Kinarut Community Hall.
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154 syarikat mendaftar pada hari pertama pendaftaran subsidi RON95

PAPAR: Pendaftaran subsidi RONg5 yang
dibuka pada 15 September lalu susulan
pelaksanaan penyasaran RONgs5 yang bakal
dilaksanakan Kerajaan menyaksikan
sebanyak 154 syarikat telah membuat
pendaftaran di Sistem Kawalan Petrol
Bersubsidi (SKPS).

Menteri Perdagangan Dalam Negeri dan
Kos Sara Hidup (KPDN) Datuk Armizan
Mohd Ali berkata pendaftaran itu meli-
batkan sebanyak 335 kenderaan di bawah
dua kategori ditetapkan SKPS.

Daripada jumlah itu katanya, sebanyak
70 syarikat mendaftar di bawah kluster
Pengangkutan Awam Darat melibatkan
240 buah kenderaan dan 84 syarikat di
bawah kluster Pengangkutan Darat

Barangan dengan g5 buah kenderaan.

“Semuanya mendapat kelulusan serta
merta selepas menyediakan dokumen
lengkap dan kini mereka hanya perlu
masuk peringkat kedua iaitu memohon
‘fleet card’ daripada syarikat-syarikat
minyak pilihan mereka.

“Hanya tiga syarikat saja boleh dipilih
untuk mendapatkan ‘Fleet Card' ini,
walaupun semua syarikat minyak telah pun
mengesahkan komitmen mereka untuk
mengeluarkan kad itu kepada pemohon
dengan segera.

“Kelancaran urusan ini berdasarkan
pengalaman kita semasa melaksanakan
Sistem Kawalan Diesel Bersubsidi (SKDS)

tahun lalu (di Semenanjung saja),” katanya

ketika ditemui selepas lawatan ke Pusat
Penempatan Sementara (PPS) Lok Kawi
Heights, di sini, baru-baru ini.

Armizan berkata KPDN menyasarkan
sebanyak 100,000 kenderaan seluruh
negara didaftar di bawah SKPS yang telah
diintegrasikan dengan sistem data Jabatan
Pengangkutan Jalan (JP]).

Sehubungan itu katanya, pihaknya
berharap jumlah pendaftaran kenderaan
itu terus meningkat di hari seterusnya bagi
memastikan semua syarikat layak menda-
pat subsidi selepas penyasaran RONgs itu
dilaksanakan kerajaan.

“Walaupun tiada tarikh tutup untuk
pendaftaran SKPS ini, namun nasihat saya
kepada semua syarikat supaya segera

mendaftar kerana semuanya di atas talian,
elakkan bertindak di saat akhir.

“la perlu bagi memastikan mereka
boleh guna terus atau segera dapat man-
faat sebaik saja pelaksanaan penyasaran
subsidi RONg5 bermula.

“Jika selepas dimulakan baru mendaftar,
kemungkinan mereka akan rugi kerana ter-
paksa membeli RONg5 dengan harga
pasaran yang jauh lebih mahal sebelum
permohonan mereka SKPS diluluskan,”
tegasnya.

Justeru katanya, semua syarikat terlibat
harus memanfaatkan peluang disediakan
kerajaan ini kerana kemudahan ini juga
dapat mengurangkan impak kepada rakyat
yang juga pengguna. - Iskandar Dzulkifli
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Farmers: Set realistic floor price

Last eviﬁigﬁg.Oﬁlécél‘We‘ariceaﬁéé done 17 years ago, govt told

: : “First, remove price control

By KHOO GEK SAN Al
[t andletthemmtﬂndlulevd
L Mwemﬂl&mtfbulmg
He noted that imported rice
?&: mnldn.gt the i e
narrow
Pressure government wants to
mtnhu the B40 group cheaper rice,
pointed the reality is there is no cheaper
out that the rice. is buying imported
o iy
ve
::ulwhn.rbe no:emnnn."hcwded.
no eer estimated that once sub-
proposed sidies are local rice
a price band of RM3.20 to RM3.80, due 1o rising could RM29
8:‘ ahenn‘::vdl{c lh:k removal of 10kg. rise to around P
e ce price altogether, to ~* costs. — “But le mber
allow the industry to adjust to MUHAMAD ombmﬁi?glso‘?v“;ynmm
currency movements and SHAHRIL ity. The market shouﬂ»godde
ensure long-term - ROSLI/The based on price and quality” he

“The su| of 1 rice Is Star said, calling for at least a RMA to
there, but millers cannot sustain = d 2 - RMS price gap between local and
RM2.60 when production costs imported rice to keep demand for
are already at RM3. The problem Rahmah (Sara) programme. raise it to RM1,800 per tonne to  Sabu said the government is local varieties strong.
lies in the price itself. To harmo- “Even if it costs the government nﬂmwm " he said. revkmmesupplymmm A rice wholesaler, who did not
nise the industry, the government  an extra RM3bil or RM4bil, it has The white rice subsidy and oring prices to ensure  want to be named, said producers
must introduce a floor price,” he admytomrdwr(oodsw- sdmwmdlr:tned&oamrdno mdnued access to affordable ““”"“Wﬁ;’;“;},“,‘:‘“““"”’
said. el b August, distrib million 3 g since the subsi ;

“This way, farmers can breathe, Rashid noted that the last  bags of 10kg subsidised local rice ydin managing director  “With subsidies, we could stil
millers can keep operating, and revision of the local white rice at RM26 each across Peninsular Datuk Ameer Ali Mydin echoed support local rice production. But
consumers will still have accessto  price was 17 years ago, despite M benefi 400,000 pnm!m"ee m:;nl:ﬁns. l;lylng that now, without aid ::ndz\:(‘)m fﬂl:
affordable rice.” Ccosts. were the main rea- costs, selling at 50 per

To cushion the impact on ers now spend RM1,500  While the scheme ended on  son behind sho, . means we are effectively opera
households, Abdul Rashid sug- to one metric tonne of Aug 31 and has not been extend-  “No supplier js tosellat ing at a loss,” he said, adding that
gested increasing monthly subsi- padi. The government must ed, Agriculture and Food Security  the controlled price Of RM26 per promised subsidies had yet to bt
dies under the Sumbangan Asas review the purchase price and Mln!ster Datuk Seri Mohamad 10kg because e subsidy is gone.  disbursed. y
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