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Goodwill discounts for early settlement of hire-purchases

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s banks will
offer goodwill discounts for early settle-
ment of existing fixed-rate hire-purchase
agreements following the Dewan Negara's
passing of the Hire-Purchase (Amend-
ment) Bill on Monday.

In a joint statement, the Association of
Banks in Malaysia (ABM), the Association
of Islamic Banking and Financial Institu-
tions Malaysia (AIBIM), and the Associa-
tion of Development Finance Institutions
of Malaysia (ADFIM) said the collective ini-
tiative aims to support affected customers
ahead of the implementation of the Hire-
Purchase (Amendment) Act (HPAA).

The associations said the goodwill dis-
counts will apply at the point of early set-
tlement for  existing fixed-rate
hire-purchase contracts, including those
calculated using the Rule of 78 method.

“Under the HPAA, the flat rate and the
Rule of 78 method will be abolished for
new customers, marking a major shift in
how hire-purchase financing is calculated.

“To ensure fairness for customers who
entered into agreements prior to the HPAA
or during the permitted grace period, the
banking industry will offer goodwill dis-
counts for early settlement of these fixed-

rate hire-purchase agreements,” they said.
The banks said that the initiative
reflects the industry’s commitment to
ensuring customers feel supported and
valued during the transition.
“The goodwill discount is an industry-

wide measure designed to provide
affected customers with treatment that is
broadly comparable to what new cus-
tomers will enjoy under the revised frame-
work.

The goodwill discount programme will
commence from the HPAA's effective date,
which is expected in the first quarter of
2026.

“The banking industry will notify the
public once the HPAA has come into

effect,” the statement said.

The associations also commended the
Ministry of Domestic Trade and Cost of Liv-
ing (KPDN) and Bank Negara Malaysia
(BNM) for driving reforms aimed at
enhancing fairness and transparency in
hire-purchase financing.

“Their leadership and collaborative
approach have paved the way for a more
equitable framework that benefits con-
sumers and strengthens trust in the finan-
cial system,” they said.

They said customers who continue
making payments according to their
agreed schedule until the end of the
tenure will not be affected by the Rule of
78 method.

“As such, customers may continue to
pay the same instalments as originally
agreed and do not need to take any action.

“Once the HPAA has come into effect,
customers are encouraged to visit official
bank websites or branches for more infor-
mation, contact their respective banks for
guidance on eligibility and application
procedures for the goodwill discount, and
stay informed through announcements
from industry associations,” the associa-
tions added. -Bernama
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Permohonan harta intelek lepasi 400,000 sejak 2019

KUALA LUMPUR - Malaysia
merekodkan lebih 400,000 per-
mohonan harta intelek dalam
tempoh enam tahun bermula
2019 hingga September tahun
ini, sekali gus menggambarkan
peningkatan kesedaran pelabur
dan pencipta terhadgp kepen-
tingan melindungi aset inovasi
mereka.

Menurut statistik dikeluarkan

Perbadanan Harta Intelek Ma- *

laysia (MyIPO), sebanyak 405,555
permohonan harta intelek dire-
kodkan sepanjang tempoh itu,

mer i cap d: pa-
ten, reka bentuk perindustrian
dan petunjuk geografi.

MyIPO yang juga di bawah Ke-
menterian Perdagangan Dalam
Negeri dan Kos Sara Hidup
dalam kenyataan berkata, dari-
pada jumlah tersebut, 147435
permohonan daripada pemohon
tempatan, manakala 258,120 lagi
adalah pemohon asing.

"Bagi tempoh sama, sebanyak
295,361 permohonan diluluskan
dan didaftarkan, dengan 101,063
pendaftaran melibatkan pihak
tempatan dan 194,298 pendafta-
ran oleh pemohon luar negara.

“Tahun 2022 merekodkan
jumlah pendaftaran tertinggi
iaitu 51,455 pendaftaran, diikuti
2024 dengan 51,592 pendafta-

ran,” katanya.

Katanya, dari segi tren tahu-
nan, 2024 menjadi tahun dengan
permohonan tertinggi apabila
65,660 permohonan harta in-
telek difailkan, meningkat dari-
pada 61,600 pada 2023,

Katanya, bagi Januari hingga
September lalu, 51,564 permo-
honan direkodkan, hampir me-
nyamai jumlah keseluruhan pada
2020.

“Perbandingan prestasi antara
Januari hingga September 2024
dan tempoh sama tahun ini me-
nunjukkan peningkatan ketara
kira-kira sembilan peratus apabi-
la jumlah permohonan naik dari-

pada 47,283 kepada 51,564.

“Peningkatan itu disumbang-
kan oleh semua kategori utama,
khususnya cap dagangan yang
kekal menyumbang bahagian ter-
besar permohonan,” ujarnya.

Selain harta intelek berdaf-
tar, MyIPO berkata, minat untuk
memberitahu karya hak cipta
juga menunjukkan perkemba-
ngan positif.

Ujarnya, bagi tempoh 2019
hingga September lalu, 55,352
permohonan pemberitahuan
karya hak cipta diterima meliputi
karya sastera, seni, filem, muzik,
rakaman bunyi dan terbitan.

Katanya, karya sastera me-

nyumbang jumlah paling besar
iaitu 42,805 permohonan, di-
ikuti karya seni (5,381) dan filem
(3,400).

Lonjakan dalam pemberita-
huan karya muzik, rakaman bu-
nyi dan terbitan sejak 2024 juga
dilihat seiring perkembangan
pesat kandungan digital, plat-
form penstriman serta penerbi-
tan dalam talian.

Pada sembilan bulan pertama
tahun ini, permohonan bagi ka-
tegori filem sebanyak 1,443 ber-
banding 329 pada 2024, manaka-
la kategori terbitan naik kepada
1,629 permohonan berbanding
499 pada tahun sebelumnya.
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KUALA LUMPUR (Dec 2): Businesses and
individuals can sue for losses from anti-com-
petitive conduct even without a prior finding
by the Malaysia Competition Commission.

High Court judge Mahazan Mat Taib
said legal recourse was still available as
the lack of a determination by the anti-
trust agency also known as MyCC over a
complaint does not necessarily mean there
was no breach of the statute.

“The Court is of the opinion that the
absence of a finding is not equivalent to
no-infringement,” Mahazan continued, “it
merely signifies that no regulatory conclu-
sion has been reached.”

MyCC, an independent body estab-
lished to enforce the Competition Act
2010, must issue a notice immediately
when it decides not to pursue a complaint
or issue a “non-infringement” finding in
the event the agency finds no breach in law.

If the commission decides to close an
investigation, it must publish a statement
and set out a brief summary of the reasons.

However, the High Court said in its Nov
24 ruling that these were merely formal
mechanisms by which MyCC communi-
cates its regulatory conclusions.

“The absence of a finding is therefore
a legally neutral fact. It cannot extinguish
or limit the plaintiffs’ statutory right to

Businesses can
sue for losses from
anti-competitive
conduct even
without MyCC
findings, High
Court rules

BY TARANI PALANI
theedgemalaysia.com

maintain a private action under Subsection
64(1), nor does regulatory silence bar civil
proceedings,” Mahazan said.

The High Court was making a determina-
tion to a question-of-law application brought
by Heineken Malaysia Bhd (KI:HEIM) and
Heineken Marketing Sdn Bhd in a suit by
Thirteen Wings Sdn Bhd and its proprietor
Ashwin Kumar Kandiah, along with four
other private limited companies.

The plaintiffs, who operate a group of res-
taurants, bars and nightclubs, have been pur-
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chasing beer from Heineken since 2012. How-
ever, Heineken proceeded to terminate the
contract with the plaintiffs in November 2021.

In their 2021 suit, the plaintiffs claim
that Heineken Malaysia and Heineken
Marketing are a dominant entity as de-
fined by Section 10 of the Competition Act
2010, imposed unfair trading conditions,
and engaged in anti-competitive conduct
— causing them to suffer losses.

In her decision, Mahazan also found that
issues raised within the suit cannot be sum-
marily decided and had to be ventilated at
a full trial. The trial is currently ongoing.

Mahazan also distinguished a previous
High Court decision in a case involving a
coalition of taxi drivers, limousines, and
airport taxis against Grab Car Sdn Bhd,
where an infringement finding by MyCC
is a prerequisite to commence a private
action under the Competition Act.

Lawyers Ivanpal Singh Grewal, Vi-
nodhan Kuppusamy and Umesh Nerwin
Nair appeared for the plaintiffs, while the
defendants were represented by Choon
Hon Leng, Joshua Chong Wan Ken and
Amanda Cheak XinYi.
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2.6 juta tidak guna minyak murah

DARIMUKA1

Seramal 13.9 juta rakyat atau le-
bih 84 peratus daripada 16.5 juta
individu, telah menikmati harga
petrol RONSS5 pada kadar RM1.99
seliter di bawah Budi9s hingga 30
November lalu.

Mereka yang tidak layak me-
nerima Budi95 perlu membayar
pada harga lebih mahal mengikut
pasaran semasa RONSS tanpa
subsidi iaitu RM2.63 seliter.

Timbalan Menteri Kewangan,
Lim Hui Ying berkata, program
Budi9S merekodkan nilal jua-
lan RM5.16 bilion dengan jumlah
penggunaan  petrol  sebanyak
2.58 bilion liter hingga 30 Novem-
ber lepas.

“Kerajaan dijangka menjana
penjimatan antara RM2.5 bilion
hingga RM4 bilion setahun ber-
gantung kepada harga minyak
dunia serta berdasarkan data
penggunaan domestik sebelum
pelaksanaan Budi9s.

“Anggaran itu mengambil kira
pelbagai senario harga minyak
mentah global antara AS$60
hingga AS$80 setong, selain
penghapusan subsidi bagi seg-
men tidak disasarkan seperti
bukan warganegara dan peng-
_guna komersial” katanya'ketika

sesi soal jawab di Dewan Negara
semalam.

+
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Menurut Hui Ying disebab-

Beliau jawab per 1
Senator Dr, Lingeshwaran R.
Arunasalam mengenal  tahap
penjimatan fiskal yang dicapai
kergjaan selepas sebulan pelak-
sanaan subsidi bersasar Budifs.

kan ¢ an subsidi RONSS
bermula pada 30 September

 lalu, jumlah penjimatan tahunan

hanya boleh dinilai secara penuh
mulai 2026.
Bagl tahun 2025 katanya,

HUI YING ketika bercakap mengenai Budi95 di Dewan Negara, Kuala Lumpur semalam. - JABATAN PENERANGAN

fokus kerajaan adalah meman-
tau serta menambah baik meka-
nisme pelaksanaan bagi

melalui pelbagai inisiatif sub-
sldi bersasar termasuk Budi95
SR e e

tikan sistem Budi95 kekal stabil,
mesra pengguna dan berupaya
mengurangkan ketirisan subsidi.

*Penjimatan  yang  dijana

ruang fiskal lebih luas untuk di-
manfaatkan demi kesejahteraan
rakyat.

*Ruang fiskal itu turut mem-

ki

BUDI95

perkukuh keupayaan kerajaan
dalam membiayai pembangu-
nan kemudahan pendidikan,
kesihatan serta pengangkutan
awam di seluruh negara” ujar-
nya.

Katanya, secara kesimpulan-
nya, penjimatan dana negara
melalui  penyasaran  subsidi
tersebut membolehkan kerajaan
memperuntukkan lebih banyak
dana bagi agenda kebajikan dan
bantuan menangani kos sara
hidup.

Selain itw, 1a boleh mening-
katkan lagi peruntukan dalam
bidang pendidikan, kesihatan
serta pelaburan bagi menye-
diakan prasarana rakyat yang
berkualitl.
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Kulalumpur  PENYASARAN SUBSIDI RON95S MENERUSI BUDI95 ~ tohunkatadnwar |

erdana Menteri Da-
m Seri Anwar Ibg
hawa kerajaan kekal komi-
ted melaksanakan meka-
nisme penyasaran subisidi
petrol RONo5  menerusi
rogram BUDI - MADANI
RONgs (BUDIgs5), sekali gus
menolak cadangan Bank
Dunia supaya harga bahan
;pl ditetapkan mengikut
i SAran.
I‘Il;egi.L'Rl& berkata. penyasa-
ran subsidi RONgs me-
rispakan langkah berhemat
yang: membolehkan kera-
{a.m menjimatkan perbe-
anjaan tanpa membeban-
kan rakyat.*
"Cadangan (Bank Dunia)
adalah untuk menaikkan
- harga kepada RMz65 se-
liter untuk semua (kate-
gord) petrol, kemudian
memberikan subsidi khu-
sus untuk kategori terten-
tu. Justeru itu, saya dan
rakan-rakan )cmaah men-

teri menolak cadangan ter-*

sebut, dan menurunkan

IMAT BELANJA
EGARA TANPA
BEBAN RAKYAT

harga  RONgs
RM1.99 seliter ba;
scrta RMz60 seliter bagi ketika

Behau berkata demikian
membentangkan
Rang Undang-Un-

subsidi kepada bukan war-
ganefara serta kegunaan

sidi ayam dan telur, dan
mengapungkan harganya,
kerajaan memastikan har-
ga kekal stabil, bekalan
mencukupi dan rakyat ti-

subsidi RONSS di
seluruh Malaysia
ini sambutannya

harga ayam dan telur, serta
penyasaran subsidi elek-
trik, diesel githn RONgs,

rajaan meraib penji maum
sekitar RM15.5 billon se-

hdmdulillah pe-.

RONos5 di seluruh Ma-
Jaysiaini sambutann
ngat baik dan positif”

subsidi secara me-
n eluruh itu memasti-
antuan terus dinik-

mah rakyat, di samping

tidak membcebankan ra-

o et et e O

berkata ketika pembenta-
‘ngan Belanjawan 2026, ke-
rajaan memilih untuk ti-
dak memperkenalkan cu-
kai baharu, sebaliknya me-
numpukan kepada penam-
bahbaikan tatakelola, pe-
nyasaran subsidi dan pe-
wkuhan pematuhan cu-

“Lazimnya, apabila per-
belanjaan tambahan di-
umumkan, kerajaan akan
memperkenalkan cukai ba-
haru, tetapi di Malaysia pe-
runtukan ditambah tanpa
menambah cukai baharu
kerana kita (melaksana-
kan) yasaran subsidi
dan bel langkah lain

|ie imatan  dan
mengela kan ketirisan,

*Jika kerajaan Persckutu-
an mengambil langkah se-
demikian, saya menyeru
kerajaan negeri supaya tus
rut berbuat demikian dan
berhati-hati agar seharang
tindakan dan cukai baharu

kyat.” katanya.
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