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20,000 Program
Jualan Rahmah
MADANI disasar
hingga akhir tahun

Putrajaya: Kementerian Per-
dagangan Dalam Negeri dan
Kos Sara Hidup (KPDN) me-
nyasarkan pelaksanaan seba-
nyak 20,000 siri Program Jualan
Rahmah MADANI (PJRM) di
seluruh negara sepanjang tahun
1mi.

Menterinya, Datuk Armizan
Mohd Ali, berkata ia susulan
pengumuman peruntukan tam-
bahan sebanyak RM300 juta oleh
Perdana Menteri, Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim, kelmarin.

Beliau berkata, peningkatan
daripada 12,441 program yang
diadakan setakat ini adalah satu
daripada tiga elemen penambah-
baikan utama yang akan dilak-

sanakan.

Katanya, kekerapan pelak-
sanaan PJRM di seluruh nega-
ra itu membabitkan semua 222
kawasan Parlimen dan 600 ka-
wasan Dewan Undangan Nege-
ri (DUN) dan 40 zon di Wilayah
Persekutuan.

“KPDN amat mengalu-alukan
dan menghargai pengumuman
inisiatif dan ikhtiar yang di-
umumkan Perdana Menteri se-
malam (kelmarin).

“Inisiatif yang diumumkan
ini terkait secara langsung den-
gan agenda kita untuk menanga-
ni isu kos sara hidup,” katanya
selepas melawat PJRM yang di-
adakan di pekarangan KPDN di

sini, semalam.

Armizan berkata, elemen ke-
dua yang akan dilaksanakan
ialah untuk meningkatkan jenis
Unit Penyimpanan Stok (SKU)
dalam setiap PJRM, sekurang-
kurangnya 30 item dan boleh
mencecah sehingga 50 jenis ba-
rang, bergantung kepada lokasi.

Ketika ini, PJRM dilaksana-
kan melalui tiga cara iaitu di
lokasi dalam bangunan, di luar
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bangunan dan juga secara ber-

gerak.
Beliau berkata, ia akan mem-
babitkan pelbagai barangan

basah dan kering, sekali gus
memperbanyakkan pilihan un-
tuk rakyat yang membuat pem-
belian.

“Yang ketiga ialah untuk me-
ningkatkan kerjasama dengan
rakan strategik pada peringkat
peruncitan. Kita tidak boleh

h DANI di pekarangan KPDN di Putrajaya, semalam,

L

(Foto FB Armizan)

bergerak sendirian dan seperti
sebelum ini, kalau kita lihat da-
lam siri PJRM hari ini juga kita
bekerjasama dengan rangkaian
sektor peruncitan yang ada.

“Kita akan tingkatkan de-
ngan peruntukan tambahan ini
dan dalam tempoh dari Ogos
hinggalah Disember, kita perlu
menghabiskan peruntukan itu
untuk dimanfaatkan oleh rak-
yat,” katanya.
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OPERASI MEGA BERSEPADU

Kompaun 3 premis,
empat kena sita

Kota Bharu: Tiga premis
dikompaun  manakala
empat lagi disita selepas
dikesan gagal mematuhi
peraturan di bawah Akta
Kawalan Produk Merokok
Demi Kesihatan Awam
2024 pada Isnin lalu.
Kementerian Perdaga-
ngan Dalam Negeri dan
Kos Sara Hidup (KPDN)
Kelantan memaklum tin-
dakan itu dilakukan me-
nerusi Operasi Mega Ber-
sepadu  Penguatkuasaan
bersama beberapa agensi
penguat kuasa di Kota Bha-
ru dan Kubang Kerian.
“Pemeriksaan mem-
beri tumpuan premis
perniagaan rokok elek-
tronik atau vape, khusus
dalam aspek pematuhan
di bawah Akta Kawalan
Produk Merokok Demi
Kesihatan Awam 2024
(Akta 852) serta un-
dang-undang lain dikuat-
kuasakan agensi itu.
“Melalui operasi ini,
hampir semua premis

runcit diperiksa mem-
pamerkan tanda harga
dengan jelas serta meng-
gunakan alat timbang
yang telah ditentusah.
Namun, tiga premis di-
dapati gagal mematuhi
peraturan itu dan dike-
nakan tindakan kom-
paun di bawah perunda-
ngan sedia ada,” katanya.

Operasi itu turut diser-
tai Kementerian Kesiha-
tan (KKM), Polis Diraja
Malaysia Jabatan Kastam,
Majlis Perbandaran Kota
Bharu (MPKB-BRI) serta
Lembaga Kenaf dan Tem-
bakau Negara.

Dalam perkembangan
sama, KKM mengambil
tindakan terhadap pre-
mis mempromosi pen-
jualan vape secara terbu-
ka kepada orang awam.

KPDN memaklumkan
MPKB-BRI menyita pel-
bagai perisa dan vape di
empat premis beroperasi
tanpa lesen serta tanpa

kebenaran.

K
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KPDN to roll out three key improvements
to PJRM 2025 with additional allocation

PUTRAJAYA: The Ministry of Mohd Alisaid the enhancements constituencies, 600 state
Domestic Trade and Cost of involve increasing the constituencies, and 40 zones in
Living (KPDN) will implement frequency of sales nationwide, the Federal Territories.

three key improvements to expanding the number of ‘As of July 22 a total of
the MADANI Rahmah Sales stock-keeping units and 12441 PJRM series have been
Programme  (PJRM) 2025 onboarding more strategicretail implemented nationwide,” he

following the government's partners. told reporters after inspecting
announcement of an additional "KPDN is targeting 20,000 a PIJRM event held at the
RM300 million allocation. PJRM seriesnationwidethisyear, ministry on Thursday. —

Minister Datuk Armizan covering all 222 parliamentary Bernama
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‘Cheaper RON95 eases cost
of living, supports economy’

W 8Y HAYATUN RAZAK
sunbizgthesundally.com

KUALA LUMPUR: The govern-
ment’s move to lower the price
of RON95 will help ease living
costs and support the economy,
sald Malaysian Institute of
Fconomic Research (MIER)
chalrman Tan Sri Mohd
Effendi Norwawi.

He sald the govern-
ment is addressing one
of the public's most
pressing concerns -
transport and fuel
COSLS. :

“The  govern-
ment's considera-
tion will be, like any-
thing else, they will
look at what are the
biggest needs of the
people today. In a
way, they're
doing

# MIER chairman saysgovt addressing one
of people’s most pressing concerns -
trarsport and fuel expenses

it right ... and looking at this®
he told reporters at
Brown Bag Talk
titled “A Journey
Through  the
Looking Glass:
Towards Future-
Proofing
Malaysia’s
Food Security™
erday.
Wl‘itt’lendl sald
the government
will try to give as
much as it can
afford to without
affecting the
national

t overall. “T think it's always
a balance of government, I think
dwrrc doing their best. Honesty,
at least they have a good iIn-
tention,” 6

Former MIER chairman Tan
Sri Sulaiman Mahbob also
welcomed the move, saying it
would provide relief for many
Malaysians. “This will help
many by reducing transport
costs. Real income will improve,
and this is good for the general
public.”

When asked whether the fuel
price reduction might affect the
national budget, Sulaiman said
the impact should be assessed
holistically.

*Whether it's a cost or a

‘benefit, if the outcome Is posi-

tive for the economy, then it's
ultimately good for the budget
as well”

Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim announced on
Wednesday that the price of
RONSS5 petrol will be reduced
to RM1.99 per litre for eligible
motorists from RM2.05 per

tffendi speaking during
MIER's Brown Bag Talk tifed 'A
Journey Theough the
Looking Glass: Towards

Future-Procfing Makysa's

Food Security!

~ AMIRUL SYAFIQ/THESUN

litre currently while fuel sub-
sidies are rationalised.

Anwar said it will benefit
around 18 million motorists,
including youths as young as 16
and gig economy workers.

The prime minister added
that full details of the RONS5
subsidy mechanism would be

. announced by the end of Sep-

tember.
“When the RON95 subsidy
rationalisation rtakes effect,

Malaysians will enjoy a lower
fuel price of RM1.99 per litre,”
said Anwar.

On a separate mattes, Effendi
suid Malaysia must its
growth priorities under the 13th
Malaysia Plan based on current
global trends.

“1 think agriculture and food
security will be a priority,” he
said.

The sector, he added, has
been on the national agenda
since the 1970s, but now needs
to be reprioritised as a key
national focus.

“It’s time to turn this into a
real national agenda. It's a major
opportunity for Malaysia.”

Effendi said that beyond
addressing food deficits and
import bills, Malaysia has the
potential to become a global
food producer - similar to its
success in palm oil and rubber -
by leveraging its expertise, insti-
tutions such as Mardi, and
modern agricultural techno-
logles.

“If we've done it with palm oil
and rubber, we can do it with
food production. But we need a
strong, comprehensive modern
agriculture plan” he added.
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RONOS5 plan benefits majority,
mitigates inflationary pressures

KUALA LUMPUR: The government’s plan to
reduce the price of RONg5 petrol is widely
seen as a positive step to ease living costs
and support private consumption amid
global economic uncertainties, said invest-
ment banks.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim indicated that the price of RONg5
would be set at RM1.99 per litre for MyKad
holders, down from the current RM2.05 per
litre, benefiting an estimated 18 million car
and motorcycle users.

MBSB Investment Bank Bhd (MBSB IB)
said the move would help ease transporta-
tion costs for the public and reflects the
administration’s commitment to sharing
the fruits of economic growth with the peo-
ple, especially in light of ongoing global
challenges.

“Savings from the reduced spending on
fuel, together with the recent monetary pol-
icy easing, could be redirected to support
other areas of consumption.

“The unutilised subsidy allocation allows
the government to reduce the RONg5 price,
which is expected to take effect later in the
year,” it said in a note.

MBSB IB also expects that no additional
government borrowings will be required,
as the additional fiscal spending will be
covered by higher revenue collection and
redirected savings from unutilised alloca-
tions.

“The reduction in the subsidised RONg5
petrol price carries implications for infla-
tion, affecting both supply and demand
dynamics. This move is expected to help
mitigate inflationary pressures, which have
previously posed downside risks to eco-
nomic forecasts,” it said.

Meanwhile, Hong Leong Investment
Bank Bhd (HLIB) said the one-off RM1oo
cash transfer, along with the lower RONg5
petrol price for the majority of Malaysians,

would support private consumption.

“Assuming the full RM1oo is spent to
realise its intended benefit, we estimate the
RMz billion outlay could increase private
consumption growth by approximately 0.2
percentage points (ppt),” it said.

On the potential fiscal deficit impact,
HLIB estimated that the RM2 billion cash
transfer translates to 0.1 per cent of gross
domestic product (GDP).

CGS International Securities Malaysia
Sdn Bhd opined that the lower pump prices
for the masses would be funded by exclud-
ing higher-income earners and foreigners
from the subsidy, as well as reducing RONg5
smuggling.

“While the exact details of the RONogs
subsidy rationalisation will only be
announced on Sept 25, we believe it may
exclude higher-income earners and foreign-
ers from the subsidised price, requiring
them to pay the market rate instead.

“Alongside a potential reduction in
RONg5 smuggling, similar to what was
experienced when diesel subsidies were
retargeted last year, we believe this will help
fund the lower pump prices for the masses,”
it said.

Echoing the same sentiment, Kenanga
Investment Bank Bhd said the current
unsubsidised market price stands at around
RMz.50 per litre, representing a 22 per cent
premium over the capped rate.

“In both 2023 and 2024, RONgs5 subsidies
cost the government an estimated RMzo bil-
lion annually. Excluding high-income earn-
ers and foreigners from subsidies could save
the government up to RM8 billion.

“In addition, we suggest that, to preserve
fiscal space, the government could intro-
duce Sales and Service Tax (SST) on pre-
mium fuels such as RONg7 to help offset
rising subsidy costs and fund growth initia-
tives,” it said. - Bernama
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PPAC to launch
proceedings on
Felcra, cooking
oil subsidy and
tender governance

BY CHOY NYEN YIAU
theedgemalaysia.com

KUALA LUMPUR (July 24): The bipar-
tisan Public Accounts Committee (PAC)
will launch three new proceedings related
to findings flagged in the Auditor General’s
(AG) Report 2025 Series 2.

The proceedings will involve the man-
agement of palm oil estate procurement
by Felcra Bhd, following the AG’s finding
of serious governance lapses in Felcra’s
RM241.76 million acquisition of four oil
palm estates between 2022 and 2024.

The PAC will summon the Ministry of
Rural and Regional Development and Fel-
cra to provide explanations on the matter,
it said in a statement on Thursday.

In addition, the PAC will summon the
Ministry of Domestic Trade and Cost of Liv-

HARI: JUMAAT
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ing to clarify issues related to the management
of price controls and subsidised cooking oil.

The AG had flagged that the current
policy on subsidised cooking oil is not com-
prehensive, allowing non-targeted groups,
including non-citizens, to benefit from the
government’s subsidy programme.

The PAC will also call in the Ministry of
Finance to provide a briefing on the govern-
ance of the Tender Procurement Committee.

The AG noted that the current system is
prone to manipulation and carries risks of
delays and inefficiency, with unqualified firms
found to have progressed to the tender stage.

PAC chairperson Datuk Wira Mas Er-
mieyatl Samsudin said the dates for the
proceedings and briefings will be deter-
mined later.

She also said the PAC will table two fol-
low-up action reports in the Dewan Rakyat
on July 28 and 29.

These reports cover the Ministry of Home
Affairs’ follow-up actions on the PAC’s earli-
er recommendations regarding the procure-
ment of the Foreign Workers Centralised
Management System (FWCMS), and fol-
low-up actions by the Ministry of Rural and
Regional Development, the Sarawak Rural
Water Supply Department and the Sabah
Water Department on recommendations
related to the management of rural water
supply projects in Sarawak and Sabah.
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Rising costs, falling revenues: M’sian
retail space increasingly pressured

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s estimated 733 shopping malls, hypermarkets, supermarkets
and market centres are under mounting pressure from rising operating costs and tighten-
ing regulations.

Findings by the Malaysia Shopping Malls Association’s (PPK Malaysia) latest shopping
mall industry survey show a widening gap between operating expenses and revenue,

The average costs now 27 per cent higher than service and promotional charges col-
lected, up significantly from 13.4 per cent in 2022.

The rising cost burden is driven by electricity tariff hikes, increased licensing and com-
pliance fees, and the upcoming Sales and Services Tax (SST) expansion, which now includes
rental, leasing and renovation services.

Although SST on rental is levied on tenants, PPK Malaysia warns it will reduce rental
affordability and compress landlord margins, especially as many mall operators are already
subsidising operational expenses.

PPK Malaysia urged the government to address these challenges in 2026 Budget, partic-
ularly around SST and escalating costs, which are threatening the sustainability and com-
petitiveness of the retail property sector.

The association stressed the sector’s economic importance, noting that shopping malls
directly employ 50,000 to 60,000 people in operations and management.

When including retail tenants, contractors and outsourced service providers, the indus-
try supports over one million jobs nationwide.

Despite headwinds, the industry remains resilient, though growth has softened from
pre-2024 levels, it said.

The report noted that today's consumers seek more than just shopping - they're drawn
to experiential elements, diverse F&B options, entertainment and
sustainability-driven features, pushing malls to innovate and
enhance their offerings.

According to the Malaysia Retail Industry Report for June 2025 by
Retail Group Malaysia, Malaysia’s retail sector is anticipated to
expand moderately by 2.8 per cent in the third quarter of 2025 (Q3
2025).

The report noted that Malaysian retailers remained cautious
about retail sales performance for Qz, anticipating a contraction of
1 per cent. This projected contraction may be due mainly to the Hari
Raya spending patterns this year compared to the previous year.

Meanwhile, the survey by PPK Malaysia, conducted from the
fourth quarter of 2024 (Q4 2024) to Q1 2025, captured responses from
61 mall operators across various regions and mall sizes, reflecting a
range of service levels and building quality.

Malaysia’s 733 malls collectively offer 196.2 million sq ft of net let-
table area (NLA) and carry an estimated real estate value of RM153
billion.

The data underscores a highly fragmented market dominated by
smaller retail assets.

Malls below 500,000 sq ft account for 81.5 per cent of total estab-
lishments and contribute 54.4 per cent of the country’s total NLA,
highlighting the significance of neighbourhood and mid-sized retail
formats in Malaysia’s retail landscape.

From a regional perspective, the central region remains the retail
epicentre, hosting 292 malls (39.8 per cent of the national total) and
commanding 46.7 per cent of Malaysia’s total retail space.

This is followed by the southern region, which has 162 malls, or
22.1 per cent of the country’s total; the northern region, with 138
malls, or 18.8 per cent of the country’s total; East Malaysia, with 95
malls and 13 per cent of the country’s total; and the east coast, with
46, or 6.3 per cent of the country’s total.

In terms of distribution by NLA, the central region accounted for
46.7 per cent of the total NLA of all shopping malls/retail centres in
Malaysia, making up almost half of the total retail space in the coun-
try. The southern region had the second largest distribution with 21
per cent of total NLA. This was followed by the northern region, with
16.5 per cent of total NLA; East Malaysia, with 10.8 per cent of total
NLA; and the East Coast, with 5 per cent of total NLA.

The findings highlight where retail property investments are most
concentrated, offering valuable insight for investors, developers, and
REIT managers assessing location-specific growth opportunities
amid a challenging operating environment.
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